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£ THOUGHT I KNEW WHAT LOVE WAS. 
I WAS WRONG. WHAT I’M FEELING 

I) NOW TRANSCENDS OUR DEFINITION 
OF LOVE, IT’S HARD TO EXPLAIN, 
IT FELT LIKE L HAD KNOWN HER 
AND LOVED HER FOR A LIFETIME. 


THERE WERE 50 MANY 
QUESTIONS: WHO IS SHE? 
WHERE DID SHE COME 
FROM? HOW DID SHE FIND 
ME? AND WHY? 


BUT DID L REALLY WANT TO 
KNOW THOSE ANSWERS? 
NO. L CHOSE TO Live IN MY 
BLI5S INSTEAD, 


_| SHE UNDERSTOOD Me = 3 ' ; 
| WITH JUST A LOOK. = ; SUE FELT 
: - - : P S 3 LONELINES: 


THE HOURS, MINUTES, DAYS, NIGHTS, PAST, 
PRESENT, FUTURE-EVERYTHING... IT BLED 
INTO ONE MOMENT WHEN I WAS WITH HER. 


BUT THEN I OPEN MY BYES AND 
THE DREAM 15 OVER. THIS 15 MY 


REALITY. Z’M STILL NOT USED TO 
IT. BUT AT LEAST I HAVE HER... 


JOSH, WHERE 
DID YOU GET 


I DUNNO. 

EVERYTHING'S SUCH A 

BLUR. L THINK... ROCHELLE 
BRAUN, ONE OF THE 

PATIENTS. I REMEMBER. 
3 SHE TOLD ME EVERYTHING 

L SEE |S REAL. 9 IT, 

* SAYA? a 


I COULD GO TO 
THE HOSPITAL AND 
TALK TO ROCHELLE, 
BUT —Z JUST DON’T KNOW 

IF L CAN GO OUT THERE 
AGAIN. EVERYTHING IS 

50... FOREIGN TO 

Mé NOW.., 


YES. I’M REAL, 
THESE SYMBOLS ARE 
REAL, MY FATHER WAS 
WORKING ON SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS BEFORE HE 
DISAPPEARED. I THINK 

THIS WILL LEAD US 
TO HIM, 


EVEN IF IT 
MEANS FINDING 
A CURE? 


“ rm a I CAN/T TRUST MY 
Pe OWN EVES ANYMORE. 


PEOPLE AREN'T PEOPLE. 
I DON’T KNOW WHAT I’M 
LOOKING AT HALF THE TIME. 
EXCEPT YOU... YOU'RE 
THE ONLY ONE THAT 
MAKES SENSE, 


THEN TRUST ME. 
We HAVE TO FIND MY 
FATHER BEFORE IT’S 
TOO LATE. 


LZ TRIED TO IGNORE 
THEM, THEIR WARPED 
_ | FACES STARING AT ME. 


THEIR TWISTED MOUTHS 
CHATTERING. 


re Pie =. 2 
THE AIe WAS ' =e MARK? RIGHT, 
GETTING TH : MARCUS. WHEE 
ee | : ARE YOU RIGHT 


I BET AN I.T. GUY 
FOUR GAMES. HE LOST, 
OF COURSE. HAD HIM LOG 
Me INTO THE HOSPITAL’S 
FIBER BACKBONE. 
WICKED FAST. 


INSTA-PORN 
NIRVANA, L 
GET IT. 


WELCOME TO 
THE DEN. FOUND 
THIS PLACE A 
WHILE BACK. 


/ I NEED V 
EVERYTHING YOU 
GOT ON ROCHELLE 
BRAUN AND A 
DR. OUAl. 


OKAY, LADIES 
FIRST. ROCHELLE 
BRAUN. LET’5 5ée 
WHAT WE FIND 

HERE 


“CONSULT WITH SHULTZ AND TANNER LAST APRIL. 
SUBUJECT IN THEIR STUDY IN TREATMENT OF SEVERE 
TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY THROUGH DEEP BRAIN 


STIMULATION...6UCCESSFUL. 


SHE WAS iF 
RELEASED LAST y 
WEEK. STRANGE 
THOUG! NO HOME 
Z, 
= ge Ke 7, 


ADDRESS, NO 
NEXT OF KIN. 


NOW, THIS 
OR. OJAI... SOUNDS 


FAMILIAR. NEUROSURGEON 
FELLOW AT THE HOSPITAL 
STARTING IN 1968, 
PIONEERING WORK. 


SEMI-RETIRED 
FOUR YEARS AGO. 
FOUR CHANGES OF 
ADDRESS... 


2 
a 
- 


HEY, JOSHUA, 
BUDDY? YOU HAVING 
ONE OF YOUR 

MOMENTS? 
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THEIR GLOWING EYES. THEIR PUTRID SMELL. 


WE'RE MOVING 
ON TO THE NEXT 
PHASE OF YO! 
TREATMENT, 
ROCHELLE. 


D-DR. 
SCHULTZ? 


\ 15 THIS HER 
TIANNA? 15 THIO 
| THE PERSON YOU 
| GAVE IT TOP 


DOES THIS LOOK 
FAMILIAR, ROCHELLE? 
IT’S THE KEY TO 
EVERYTHING. THE 
ROSETTA STONE. 


L—I/Ve 
DONE NOTHING 
WRONG, 


THEN TELL 
Mé WHO YOU 
GAVE IT 
TO. 


WHERE IS 
THE MISSING 
PIECE?! 


WH-WHERE 
AM ZL, OR. 
SCHULTZ? 


GOOD. THAT 
WILL BE ALL. 
TAKE HER TO 
THE COR, 


THAT‘S 
HER... RIGHT... 
THERE... 


L... £ 
DON’T HAVE IT 
ANYMORE... 


ONE TOUCH. AND SHE TOOK 
ALL THE HORRORS AWAY 


I TRY TO HOLD ON TO 
REALITY, BUT IT JUST 
SLIPS AWAY FROM ME. IE 
IT WEREN'T FoR YoU, 
I/D STILL BE... 


Z’LL FIND HIM 
FOR YOU BEFORE 
THIS OVERCOMES 
ME... BEFORE I’M 
NO USE TO YOU 

ANYMORE. 


ALL YOU ASKED ME 
FOR WAS TO FIND Your 
FATHER. BUT I COULDN'T 
KEEP MYSELF TOGETHER 
LONG ENOUGH. WHATEVER IS 
HAPPENING TO ME... IT’5 
GETTING WORSE. 


L'LL GO 
THERE RIGHT 
NOW. L’LL 
FIND HIM. 


WHY ARE 
YOU DOING 
THIS FOR 
Me? 


BECAUSE 
YOU'RE ALL 
THAT MATTERS 
ANYMORE. 


Pisin 


Pat, 


sisi 


GOD BLESS 
YOU, MARCUS. 


THE CABIN. L/'VE 
BEEN THERE, JOSH, BUT 
NO MATTER HOW f TRIED, 
I COULDN'T FIND MY WAY 
BACK. SOMETHING MUST 

HAVE HAPPENED 

TONT. 


%E5, L GOT IT 
TOO. ALREADY 

BEING LOOKED INTO, 
NOT TO WorRY. 


I DON’T ENUOW 
BEING VIOLATED. 
WHAT 15 THIS? 


NOTHING. WILL 
ONLY TAKE US A 
SECOND TO 
FIGURE OUT WHO 

IT WAS. 


DR. CHARLES OJAI. THE MORE L 
THOUGHT ABOUT IT, THE MORE 
THAT NAME SOUNDED FAMILIAR. 


DID MY FATHER MENTION HIM BEFORE? 
DID THEY WORK TOGETHER? ZL JUST 
COULON’T REMEMBER. 


ANSWERS WERE IN THERE SOMEWHERE. 
BUT IT LOOKED LiK2 SOMEONE DION’T 
WANT THEM TO BE FOUND. 


xaiaabnoenS 


‘ goles oR 


ORET | LIKE THE RAMBLINGS OF 


ZL COULD STILL SMELL IT. THIS 
WAS WHERE THE FIRE STARTED... 


THE 3 
JOURNAL OF 
DR. CHARLES 

OuAl... 


le drew them for me. the 
indols. She Said they were 

le key that opened the door. 
Ncdudlied them, noticed there 
pe similar archaic symbols gil 
beend in other ancient 


stares 
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INALLY HIT ME. 1/0 BEEN 

IN A DREAM THE WHOLE fm 

TIME. HELD UNDER HER SPELL. § 

FOR GOD'S SAKE, I HAD NO 
IDEA WHAT SAYA WAS.. 


JOSHUA? WHY 
THE HELL [5 YouR 
FRONT DOOR 
OPEN? 


MY GOD, WHAT 


: THE HELL HAS ~~ YOSHI t 
; HAPPENED TO NEED TO TALK 
U TO YOU, MAN. 

f COME ON. 


s0rey MY 
FRIEND, BUT 
THIS CAN’T WAIT. 

LI GOTTA Do... 
SOMETHING, 


SECURE HIM IN 
THE VAN. T’LL GO IN | 
AND CLEAN UP Hi5 Jamas 
ME55Y-ME55. Be 

RIGHT BACK. 


ALRIGHT, 
90CS—LET'S SéE IF 
ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELDS 
CAN BE MODULATED INTO 
AUDIBLE, SUSTAINED 
WHATEVERTHEFUCKS. 


A SHITTY 
LITTLE NOISE. 
FANCY. 


HORRIFIC, 
ILLEGAL SHIT, 
HUH? THAT'S THE 
UNDERSTATEMENT 
OF THE — 


LLL BE 
DAMNED. IT 
WORKS. THIS IS 
WHERE IT’S BEEN 
HIDING... 


CARLY? WHAT 
ARE YOU DOING 
HERE? 


MARK TOLD Me 

WHAT HAPPENED AT THE 
HOSPITAL. L WAS WORRIED 
50 I FOLLOWED YOU HERE. 
L’M S0RRY, L SHOULDN’T 
HAVE DONE THAT. 


NO, YOU 
SHOULDN’T HAVE. 
YOU BETTER 


a 


EVERYONE'S 
WORRIED, JOSH. YOU 
DON’T PICK UP THE PHONE, e- ; 
YOU DON’T RETURN CALLS, 3 
GO BY YOUR HOUSE BUT YOU ’ 
NEVER ANSWER. IT’S LIKE 
YOU'RE SHUTTING OFF 
THE WORLD. 


MAYBE L 
JUST WANT 
TO BE LEFT 
ALONE. 


HAVE 
YOU LOOKED AT 
YOURSELF? WHAT'S 
HAPPENING TO YOU? 
THE DOCTORS CAN 
HELP! 


I GOT ALL THE YOU CARE ABOUT 


He , ‘ | ME? [5 THAT WHAT YOU 
Zanes | TOLD RAY WHEN I WAS 
IN A COMA? 


WHAT 15 FAIR? 
EMBARRASSING 
Mé IN FRONT OF 
MY FAMILY? 


NZED THE DOCTORS 
AND I SURE AS HELL 
DON’T NEED YOU. 


I/VE NEVER SEEN YOU 
LIKE THIS. LT DON’T KNOW 
WHAT’S GOING ON, BUT 
THIS ISN’T YOU. 


JOSH, PLEASE! 
WHY ARE YOU DOING 
THIS? L CARE 
ABOUT YoU! 


YOU DON’T KNOW SHIT. 
NHY DON’T YOU GO BACK 


COLORADO WHERE YOU/LL 
Bé NOTHING?! 


SHIT... 
CARLY, WAIT! 


L.WAS STUPID TO 
THINK YOU EVER LoveD 
ME. YOU HAVE NO CLUE 
WHAT LOVE IS. GET 
OUT OF HERES 


Y WHY D0E5 HE 
LOOK COMPLETELY 
NORMAL TO Me? 
HOW'S THAT 
POSSIBLE? 


ARE YOU 
OKAY? 


He HAD SOME 
S50RT OF DEVICE. 
ITS SOUND HURT Me. 
BADLY. L DON’T KNOW 
WHAT T DID. 


HE'S 
BREATHING. 
He’S ALIVE. 


MARK WAS 
HERE LOOKING FOR 
YOU. L THINK THERE 
WAS ANOTHER 
MAN... HE TOOK 
MARK. 


THAT'S MARK'S 
WRITING. 


4 GODDAMN 
MONSTER! 


AND I SAW HIM FOR 
WHAT HE REALLY WAS. 


I KILLED 
HIM. L... £ 
KILLED... 


L WAS DIGGING A MAKESHIFT 
GRAVE FOR SOMETHING I/D 
KILLED IN COLD BLOOD. 


OJAI IS NOT 
YOUR FATHER. I 
FOUND HIS NOTES, 
50 NO MORE Lies. 
TELL Me WHO 
YOU ARE. 


x 


We CAN’T 
JUST LEAVE 
HIM HERE. 


HUMAN OR MONSTER — 
WAS THERE STILL A 


DIFFERENCE? 


TELL Mes 

PLEASE, I’M NOT 

MYSELF ANYMORE! 

L KILLED THAT 
MAN. 


I DON’T KNOW 
WHAT EVIL MEANS, 
JOSH. BUT I CAN TELL 
YOURE HURTING. L 

WANT YOU TO. 
UNDERSTAND... 


“I’VE ALWAYS BEEN ALONE. 
L’VE WANDERED THOUSANDS | 
OF DISPARATE WORLDS. 


“I/D ACCEPTED THIS TO BE 
MY EXISTENCE. KEPT AWAY 
FROM SENTIENT LIFE FORMS, 
NEVER SEEKING COMPANY. 


“I FELT SOMETHING—A 
PULL Z DION’T UNDERSTAND. 
] SOMETHING I RECOGNIZED.” 


SOUAI CALLED HIMSELF 
MY FATHER AND ME HIS 


DAUGHTER. THEW’eE nz ALSO STUDIED HIM, 


LEARNED ABOUT 
JUST WORDS TO ME. EMOTIONS — CURIOSITY, 


KINDNESS, CONFUSION, 
OBSESSION. 


L REALIZE 
NOW THAT 
SORROW |5 BORN 
OUT OF THE L055 
OF A CERTAIN 
CONNECTION. 


‘HE WAS KIND, BUT HE 
WANTED ANSWERS ZI DION/T 
HAVE. HE STUDIED Me. 


“I UNDERSTOOD HIS 
' LONELINESS... BUT NOT 
WHAT HE CALLED SORROW.” 


NO ONE EVER 
LOOKED AT ME THE WAY 
YOU DID... THE WAY YOU DO 
RIGHT NOW. EVERYTHING IN 
ME CRAVES THAT. THAT’S 
THE CONNECTION. | HAVE 

NO EXPLANATION OR 
WORD FOR THAT. 


Love, 

THAT‘S THE 

WORD FOR 
IT. 
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& 
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| LLove 
| YOU, TOO, ud 


WHAT ARE 


YOU DOING? ‘ 
WHAT We KNOW 
LET Me Go! : ABOUT HER 50 FAR IS 


HAT SHE‘S A BEING OF 
UNKNOWN ORIGIN EXISTING 
IN A DIMENSION JUST 
OUTSIDE OF OUR OWN. 
PATIENTS REFER TO 
HER AS SAYA. 


ALL HUMANS HAVE 
THE ABILITY TO SEE 
OTHER DIMENSIONS, BUT 


Ee i r IT REQUIRES CERTAIN 
r : BRAIN CONDITIONS THAT 
CALM DOWN, MARK. IT WAS CAN ONLY BE REPLICATED 

AN UNEXPECTED BUT PLEASANT THROUGH TRAUMA. ARE 

SURPRISE WHEN YOU VOLUNTEERED YOU FAMILIAR WITH THE 


FOR OUR EXPERIMENT. YOU'VE SUPERSTRING 
ALWAYS DEMONSTRATED AN THEORY? 
BAGERNESS TO LEARN. 


—_— 


WHAT THE HELL 
ARE YOU TALKING J 
ABOUT? 


IMAGINE THAT YOU/RE 

AN FM RADIO. YOUR BRAIN 

| MUST BE TUNED INTO A 
SPECIFIC FREQUENCY IN ORDER 
TO PICK UP A SPECIFIC SIGNAL. 

THERE ARE SIGNALS ALL 

AROUND US. IT’S SIMPLE, 

REALLY. 


LI KNOW THIS 15 
HARD TO ACCEPT. 
IT CONTRADICTS 
EVERYTHING YOU 
LEARNED IN 
SCHOOL. 


7 WITH ANY LUCK, 
Z | YOU'LL BE THE FIRST 
FORTUNATELY FOR PATIENT THAT DOES NOT 
YOU, We DEVELOPED END UP WITH SEVERE BRAIN 
A MICROCHIP THAT WILL Y DAMAGE. IF 50, YOU/LL 
ALLOW US TO PROGRAM HELP US FIND SAYA AND 
SOMEONE AND CHANGE UNLOCK THE SECRET OF 
THE CHANNELS AT THE MYSTERIOUS 
OUR DISCRETION. SYMBOLS. 


AND IF THINGS 
DO NOT WoRK 
OUT... WELL, WE 
HAVE A ROOM 
WAITING FOR YOU 
IN THE CORE. 


SAYVASAYASAUASAY 
ASAVASAYASAYASAYAS 
AYASAYASAYASAYASALAS 
AYASAYASAYVASAYASAYAS 
AYASAYVASAYASAYVASAYAS 
AYASAYASAYASAYASAYAS 
AYASAYASAYASAYASAYA 
SAYASAYASAYA... 


- 


TO BE CONTINUED... 


